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English Curriculum  
 

 

The English program at GISSV focuses on the traditional disciplines – Literature, Composition, Language, and Grammar - as well as current literary 

forms in media and technology. Literature serves as a resource for both the study of ideas, culture, and values, as well as the development of 

composition and reasoning skills. The study of composition and writing emphasizes the art and the craft, the organization and the support, and the 

clear and effective use of language in its written form. Vocabulary and grammar studies are integrated with the study of literature and composition. 

The study of language skills in written and oral forms promotes reasoning skills and critical thinking. The complete sequence includes American, 

British, Contemporary, and World Literatures as well as non-fictional and non-traditional text types.  

 

As a college-preparatory school, GISSV offers Honors English and AP classes.  

 

The English Language Learners program offers individual and group instruction to meet the needs of students with limited English proficiency. 

GISSV provides additional tutoring to English language learners in order to support their participation and success in the mainstream classes.  

Thus, both the GISSV Vision and School Program are embedded within the English curriculum: 

 
Differentiated: Due to our student population which is composed of a wide variety of English language learners ranging from beginners to 

advanced, differentiation is a key component in all our instructional methods, assessments, and objectives. Examples include different 

homework assignments to reflect grade-level as well as ability-level, supplementary vocabulary lists and materials, diagnostic placement tests, 



G
ISSV

 

 
 
 

and individual support.  

United: An integral part of the instructional program includes various project-based activities and cooperative learning scenarios, for example 

dramatization, presentations, and cross-grade involvement, to create school spirit and active participation inside the classroom and within the school 

community. 

Global: The core literature texts from all grade levels reflect different cultures and international influences that enable the students to obtain a high 

degree of cultural openness. Classroom discussions promote tolerance and respect towards others’ beliefs, values, morals, and ways of life.  
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Curriculum      Grade 5 

 

Subject Material/ 
Contents 

References to 
School 

Program 

Competencies Methods/Media/ 
Study Skills 

Cross-curricular 
References 

Core Literature 
The Mixed-up Files of 
Basil E. Frankweiler 
(summer reading into 
grade 5) 
 
Walk Two Moons 
 
Holes 
 
Hoot 
 
Number the Stars 
(Summer Reading) 
 
Additional 
Suggested Texts: 
A Wrinkle in Time 
 
Bridge to Terabithia  
 
On My Honor 
 
Thank You M’am 
(Langston Hughes) 
and other short 
stories 
 
Selected Non-fiction 
texts about 
environmental issues 
 
texts about 
endangered species 

 
 

 
Global 
 
 
 
 
United 
 
Global 
 
Global 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Global 
 
Global 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Differentiated 
 
 
Differentiated 
 
 
 
 

At the end of the year, the student is able to 
 
Focus Areas 
• write different kinds of paragraphs 
• identify elements of fictional stories 
• answer comprehension questions with 

supporting details 
• understand vocabulary study 
 
Word Analysis 
• understand and explain frequently used 

synonyms, antonyms, homographs, and idioms 
• identify the figurative and metaphorical use of 

words in context (metaphors, similes, 
alliteration, and personification) 

• use the context to determine the meaning of 
unknown words 

• use a thesaurus to identify alternative word 
choices and meaning 

 
Reading  
Non-fiction 
• discern main ideas and concepts presented in 

texts, identifying evidence that supports those 
ideas 

• answer comprehension questions 
Fiction  
• answer comprehension questions 
• identify the main problem or conflict of the plot 

and explain how it is resolved.  
• understand that theme refers to the meaning or 

moral of a selection and recognize themes 
(whether implied or stated directly) in sample 
works.  

• describe the function and effect of common 

 
• using paragraph 

structure 
• gathering ideas and 

information from 
various sources 

• understanding 
written and oral 
tasks (indicator 
words) 

• working with a 
thesaurus 

• using context to 
determine unknown 
words 

• Venn diagram 
• team or group work 

cooperation 
 

 
Based on the 
respective novel, the 
classroom content 
correlates with: 
 
● Arts 
● Biology 
● Geography 
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Instructional Text 
and Workbooks 
Houghton-Mifflin: 
English 5 
 
Sadlier-Oxford 
Vocabulary Level 
Blue 

 
Differentiated 
 
 
Differentiated 

literary devices (e.g. metaphor, symbolism). 
 
Writing 
• write narrative, expository, opinion, and 

descriptive paragraphs 
• create multiple-paragraph narrative 

compositions: 
• establish and develop a situation or plot 
• describe the setting  
• present an ending 
• rewrite a given text in a creative way (i.e. 

changing perspective, different text type, etc.) 
 
Language Conventions 
• use the correct sentence structure based on the 

4 kinds of sentences 
• identify and use prepositional phrases 
• identify independent and dependent clauses 
• use apostrophes and contractions correctly 
• use transitions and conjunctions to connect 

ideas 
• identify and correctly use words that are often 

misused (take/bring, some/any, lie/lay, etc.) 
• identify and correctly use modifiers, modals, 

demonstratives, articles, and pronouns 
• identify and correctly use the basic tenses 

(present simple, past simple, future simple, and 
present progressive) 

 
Listening and Speaking Strategies 
• ask questions that seek information not already 

discussed. 
• clarify and support spoken ideas with examples 
• deliver oral responses to literature  
• summarize significant events and details 
•  articulate an understanding of several ideas or 

images communicated by the literary work 
• use examples or textual evidence from the work 

to support conclusions 
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Curriculum      Grade 6 
 

Subject Material/ 
Contents 

References to 
School 

Program 

Competencies Methods/Media/ 
Study Skills 

Cross-curricular 
References 

Core Literature: 
• Number The Stars 

(by Lois Lowry) 
(Previous Summer 
Reading) 

• Tuck Everlasting 
(by Natalie Babbitt) 

• Hatchet 
• A Single Shard (by 

Linda Sue Park) 
• Maniac McGee (by 

Jerry Spinelli) 
(Summer Reading) 

 
Additional Texts: 
1. Fiction: 
• The Roman 

Mysteries I: The 
Thieves of Ostia (by 
Caroline Lawrence) 

• Johnny Tremain (by 
Esther Forbes) 
(Summer Reading) 

• The House of 
Scorpion (by Nancy 
Farmer) 

2. Non-Fiction: 
• Martin Luther King 

Jr. (Biography) 
 
3. Text and 
Workbooks: 
English 6 (Houghton 
Mifflin) 
Sadlier-Oxford, 
Vocabulary Workshop 

 
Global 
 
 
United 
 
 
Global 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Global 
 
 
 
 
 
Differentiated 
Differentiated 

At the end of the year, the student is able to 
 
Focus Areas: 
• understand the basic essay structure 
• write a compare and contrast essay 
• identify and work with non-fiction texts 
 
Reading  
• clarify an understanding of texts by creating 

outlines, logical notes, summaries, or reports. 
• describe and connect the essential ideas, 

arguments, and perspectives of the text  
• identify and work with a variety of different forms 

of texts and know how these texts are structured 
• monitor expository text for unknown words or 

words with novel meanings by using word, 
sentence, and paragraph clues to determine 
meaning. 

 
Writing  
• express ideas with clarity, coherence, and fluency 

in written communication; 
• use a variety of effective and coherent 

organizational patterns in a comparison and 
contrast essay 

• revise writing to improve the organization and 
consistency of ideas within and between 
paragraphs. 

• structure ideas and arguments a logical and 
sustained way, and to support them with precise 
and relevant examples 

• write clear, coherent, and focused essays which 
contain formal introductions, supporting evidence, 
and conclusions. 

 

 
• find key words in 

texts, collect and 
organize 
information, 

• structure and 
analyze the 
arguments of written 
sources, statistics, 
charts, maps, and 
other forms of 
communication 

• undertake a simple 
literary analysis 
(characters, plot, 
setting, point of 
view) 

• use techniques such 
as brainstorming, 
clustering, 
skimming, scanning, 
mind-mapping, note-
taking and drafting 

Based on the 
respective novel, the 
classroom content 
correlates with: 
Geography 
German 
World History 
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Level B Speaking and Listening  
• express issues and ideas with clarity, coherence, 

and fluency in oral communication 
• practice and develop the skills involved in 

speaking in a variety of styles and situations; 
ability to resolve difficulties and conflicts in a 
respectful manner 

• support opinions with detailed evidence  
 
Language Conventions  
• use simple, compound, and complex sentences 

to express complete thoughts 
• use adjectives and adverbs adequately including 

comparative and superlative forms 
• identify and use the tenses appropriately, 

especially the distinction the present perfect and 
simple past 

• differentiate between the typical language 
conventions in German and English (i.e. prop 
word “one”, some and any, etc.)  
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Curriculum     Grade 7 
 

Subject Material/ 
Contents 

References to 
School 

Program 

Competencies Methods/Media/ 
Study Skills 

Cross-curricular 
References 

Textbooks and 
Workbooks 
• English 7 

(Houghton Mifflin) 
• Sadlier-Oxford 

Vocabulary 
Workshop Level C 
 

Core Literature 
• Maniac McGee 

(Summer reading 
grade 6) 

• The Miracle 
Worker 

• The Giver 
• Dragonwings 
• Witch of Blackbird 

Pond (by Elizabeth 
George Spears) 

• The Pigman 
(Summer Reading) 

 
Selected non-fiction 

 
Selected short 
stories 
• To Build a Fire 
• Other short stories 

 
Additional Texts: 
• The Outsiders 
• Johnny Tremain 
• The Pearl 
• Catherine Called 

Birdy 

 
 
 
 
Differentiated 
 
 
 
 
Differentiated 
 
 
Differentiated 
 
United 
Global 
Differentiated 
 
United 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
United 

At the end of the year, the student is able to: 
 
Focus Areas: 
• write a narrative essay 
• write an opinion essay 
• analyze purpose 
• understand characterization 
 
Word Analysis 
• use knowledge of word origins and word relationships, as 

well as historical and literary context clues, to determine 
the meaning of specialized vocabulary and to understand 
the precise meaning of grade-level-appropriate words. 

• identify metaphors, personification, and similes in prose.  
• clarify word meanings through the use of definition, 

example, restatement, or contrast. 
 
Reading 
• understand grade-level-appropriate material and read a 

variety of texts on their own  
• locate different sources for information. 
• describe and connect the essential ideas, arguments, and 

perspectives of the text by using their knowledge of text 
structure, organization, and purpose. 

• analyze text that uses the cause-and-effect organizational 
pattern. 

• identify, analyze and contrast points of view in narrative 
texts 

• identify events that advance the plot and determine how 
each event explains past or present action(s) or 
foreshadows future action(s). 

• analyze characterization as delineated through a 
character’s thoughts, words, speech patterns, and actions; 
the narrator’s description; and the thoughts, words, and 
actions of other characters. 

 
 
• writing a 

comprehensive 
essay  

• using indicator 
words as help 

• team or partner 
work 

• doing a 
dramatic 
reading 

• writing and 
presenting a 
book report 

• preparing a 
good argument 

 
 

 
Grammar:  
• German: 

indirect 
speech, 
summary 
writing 

• French: 
conditional 
sentences 

 
Depending on the 
novels, the 
following cross-
curricular topics 
are possible: 
 
• Ethics  
• Geography 
• American 

History 
• Biology 
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• Crispin and the 
Cross of Lead 

 
 

Writing 
• write narrative and opinion essays in a clear, coherent, 

and focused way, containing formal introductions, 
supporting evidence, and conclusions.  

• create an organizational structure that balances all 
aspects of the composition and uses effective transitions 
to unify important ideas. 

• create documents by using word-processing skills and 
publishing programs 

• revise writing to improve organization and word choice 
after checking the logic of the ideas and the precision of 
the vocabulary. 

• develop a standard plot line and point of view as well as 
complex major and minor characters and a definite 
setting.   

• use a range of appropriate strategies  
• write summaries of reading materials including a topic 

sentence, the main ideas, and most significant details, 
using their own words, and reflecting underlying meaning, 
not just the superficial details. 

 
Speaking and Listening 
• deliver focused, coherent presentations that convey ideas 

clearly and relate to the background and interests of the 
audience.  

• ask probing questions to elicit information 
• deliver oral summaries of articles, books, and research 
 
Language Conventions 
• speak with a grade-level appropriate command of 

standard English conventions. 
• demonstrate the mechanics of writing correctly. 
• identify all parts of speech and types and structure of 

sentences.  
• place modifiers properly 
• distinguish between direct and indirect speech. 
• use active and passive voice appropriately. 
• distinguish between the different conditional sentences 
• use defining and non-defining relative clauses 
• identify and use infinitives and participles (gerund) and 

make clear references between pronouns and 
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antecedents. 
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Curriculum      Grade 8 
 

Subject Material/ 
Contents 

References to 
School 

Program 

Competencies Methods/Media/ 
Study Skills 

Cross-curricular 
References 

Textbooks and 
Workbooks 
• English 8 

(Houghton Mifflin) 
• Vocabulary 

Workshop Level D 
(Sadlier-Oxford) 

 
Core Literature 
• The Pigman 

(Summer Reading) 
• The House on 

Mango Street 
• A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream 
• The Red Badge of 

Courage 
• Tom Sawyer 
• Nervous 

Conditions 
(Summer Reading) 

 
Selected non-fiction 
• fitting to core 

literature 
• dealing with 

current events 
 
Selected poetry  
• Poems by John 

Frost 
 
Additional texts 
• A Christmas Carol 
• The Narrative of 

 
 
 
 
Differentiated 
 
 
 
 
United 
 
Global 
 
Differentiated 
 
United 
 
Differentiated 
Global 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
United 

By the end of the year, students will be able to: 
 
Focus Areas: 
• recognize and give a well-structured, personal speech 
• understand and apply the six traits of writing 
• identify and use appropriate registers  
 
Word Analysis 
• use their knowledge of word origins and word 

relationships, as well as historical and literary context 
clues, to determine the meaning of specialized vocabulary 
and understand the meaning of grade-level-appropriate 
words. 

• analyze idioms, analogies, metaphors, and similes to infer 
the literal and figurative meanings of phrases. 

• identify different registers  
 
Reading 
• read and understand grade-level-appropriate material.  
• describe and connect the essential ideas, arguments, and 

perspectives of the text by using their knowledge of text 
structure, organization, and purpose.  

• evaluate the unity, coherence, logic, internal consistency, 
and structural patterns of texts 

• clarify the ideas and connect them to other literary works 
by finding similarities and differences in the treatment, 
scope, or organization of ideas 

• analyze imagery, meaning, and purpose in poetry 
• compare and contrast motivations and reactions of literary 

characters from different historical eras confronting similar 
situations or conflicts. 

• analyze the relevance of the setting (e.g., place, time, 
customs) to the mood, tone, and meaning of the text. 

• identify significant literary devices (e.g., metaphor, 
symbolism, dialect) that define a writer’s style and use 

 
 
• writing a script 
• partner and 

group work 
• film vs. text 
• pictures and 

drawings 
• giving a speech 
• using context 

clues 
• taking the 

audience into 
account 

 
Depending on the 
novels, the 
following cross-
curricular topics 
are possible: 
 
• American 

History 
• Ethics 
• Geography 
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Frederic Douglass those elements to interpret the work. 
• show how a text reflects the heritage, traditions, attitudes, 

and beliefs of its author. (Biographical approach) 
 
Writing 
• write clear, coherent, and focused essays exhibiting 

awareness of audience and purpose, have a coherent 
thesis, and end with a clear and well-supported 
conclusion. 

• use effective transitions, parallel structures, and similar 
writing techniques. 

• revise writing for word choice; appropriate organization; 
consistent point of view; and transitions between 
paragraphs, passages, and ideas 

• write narrative and persuasive essays  
 
Speaking and Listening 
• deliver focused, coherent presentations that convey ideas 

clearly and relate to the background and interests of the 
audience.  

• evaluate the content of oral communication and the 
credibility of a speaker 

• organize information to achieve particular purposes by 
matching message, vocabulary, voice modulation, 
expression, and tone to audience and purpose. 

• prepare a speech outline based upon a chosen pattern of 
organization, which generally includes an introduction; 
transitions, previews, and summaries; a logically 
developed body; and an effective conclusion using precise 
language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate and 
colorful modifiers, and the active rather than the passive 
voice in ways that enliven oral presentations.  

 
Language Conventions 
• have a command of standard English conventions 

appropriate to grade level 
• use correct and varied sentence types and sentence 

openings to present a lively and effective personal style 
• use subordination, coordination, apposition, and other 

devices to indicate the relationship between ideas. 
• use all tenses appropriately 



G
ISSV

 

 
 
 

• distinguish between formal/informal language and different 
kinds of English 

 


