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English Curriculum  
	

 
  

Grades 1-12 
The English program at GISSV focuses on the traditional disciplines – Literature, Composition, Language, and Grammar - as well as current literary 
forms in media and technology. Literature serves as a resource for both the study of ideas, culture, and values, as well as the development of 
composition and reasoning skills. The study of composition and writing emphasizes the art and the craft, the organization and the support, and the 
clear and effective use of language in its written form. Vocabulary and grammar studies are integrated with the study of literature and composition. 
The study of language skills in written and oral forms promotes reasoning skills and critical thinking. The complete sequence includes American, 
British, Contemporary, and World Literatures as well as non-fictional and non-traditional text types. With this, we adhere to the Common Core State 
Standards for English Language Arts in California as well as the Core Curricula for the German Schools Abroad in North America.  

As a college-preparatory school, GISSV offers and prepares for Honors English and AP classes as well as English as an Abitur subject for the 
German International Abitur Examination. As a German School Abroad, we also offer the Realschul- und Hauptschul-Track. With that in mind, it is 
important to know that starting with the grade 6 curriculum, some competencies, particularly those on performance level III, are for Gymnasium level 
students only. Those competencies are clearly identified in bold throughout the curriculum.  

The English Language Learners program offers individual and group instruction to meet the needs of students with limited English proficiency. 
GISSV provides additional tutoring to English language learners in order to support their participation and success in the mainstream classes.  

Thus, both the GISSV Vision and School Program are embedded within the English curriculum: 

Differentiated: Due to our student population which is composed of a wide variety of English language learners ranging from beginners to 
advanced, differentiation is a key component in all our instructional methods, assessments, and objectives. Examples include different homework 
assignments to reflect grade-level as well as ability-level, supplementary vocabulary lists and materials, diagnostic placement tests, and individual 
support.  

United: An integral part of the instructional program includes various project-based activities and cooperative learning scenarios, for example 
dramatization, presentations, and cross-grade involvement, to create school spirit and active participation inside the classroom and within the school 
community. 

Global: The core literature texts from all grade levels reflect different cultures and international influences that enable the students to obtain a high 
degree of cultural openness. Classroom discussions promote tolerance and respect towards others’ beliefs, values, morals, and ways of life.  

Assessment: In order to confirm that students have met the requirements needed to advance to the next grade level, GISSV administers 
thorough, appropriate, and competency-oriented assessments. In grade 10, this includes ensuring that students have obtained the 
prerequisites necessary to successfully enroll in the qualification phase of the German International Abitur Examination. Starting in grade 5, 
GISSV gradually exposes the students to the indicator words commonly used in the Abitur examination. Details can be found in the document 
“Graded Assignments in English”. 
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English Curriculum | Grade 1                              
 

 
Subject 
Material/ 
Contents 

 

Competencies Methods/Media/ 
Study Skills 

Cross-curricular 
References 

 
Textbooks and 
Workbooks: 

Houghton Mifflin 
Journey’s 
Common Core 
Reading and 
Language Arts 
 
 

 
By the end of the year, the student is able to: 
 
Concepts About Print 
● Match oral words to printed words 
● Identify the title and author of a reading selection 
● Identify letters, words, and sentences  

 
Phonemic Awareness 
● Distinguish initial, medial, and final sounds in single-syllable words 
● Distinguish short-vowel sounds in orally stated single-syllable words 
● Distinguish between vowels and consonants 

 
Decoding and Word Recognition 
● Match all consonant and short-vowel sounds to appropriate letters 
● Read simple one-syllable and high-frequency words (i.e., sight words) 

 
Vocabulary and Concept Development 
● Identify and sort common words in basic categories (e.g., colors, 

shapes, foods, days of the week) 
● Describe common objects in both general and specific language 

 
Reading Comprehension 
● Make predictions about story content 
● Connect to life experiences with the information and events in text 
● Retell familiar stories 

 
● Ask and answer questions about essential elements of a text 
● Follow one-step written instructions 
 
 

 
 

 
● Thematic Approach  

Topics: Calendar 
Weather and 
Seasons School 
My Family 
My Body 
Animals (farm, zoo, 
etc.)  
Colors, Shapes, 
and Numbers  
Foods 
Transportation 
Rhymes 
Opposites and 
Positional 
Language 
Key Sight Words 
Alphabet   
American Holidays 
and Traditions 
 
● Ear training 
● Articulation 

practice 
● Letter 

identification 
● Oral 

comprehension 
skills 

 
 

 

 
Classroom content 
correlates with: 
● Art 
● NuG/Social   
   Sciences  
● Music 
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Literary Response and Analysis 
● Identify the story’s beginning, middle, and end 
● Distinguish fantasy from realistic text 
● Identify characters, settings, and important events 
 
 
Writing and Spelling 
● Use letters and phonetically spelled words to write simple sentences 
● Spell three- and four-letter short-vowel words and grade-level-

appropriate sight words correctly  
 

Oral Language 
● Share information and ideas 
● Relate an experience in a logical sequence 
● Stay on topic when speaking 
● Retell stories using basic grammar and in sequential order 

 
Listening Skills 
● Understand and follow one- and two-step oral directions 
● Listen attentively 

 
Grammar 
● Begin every sentence with a capital letter 
● Use a period or question mark at the end of sentences 
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English Curriculum | Grade 2 
 

 
Subject Material/ 

Contents 
 

Competencies Methods/Media/ 
Study Skills 

Cross-
curricular 

References 

 

Textbooks and 
Workbooks: 

Houghton Mifflin 
Journey’s Common 
Core Reading and 
Language Arts 
 
 

 
 
By the end of the year, the student is able to: 
 
Decoding and Word Recognition 
● Recognize and use knowledge of spelling patterns  
● Read aloud fluently and accurately with appropriate intonation and 

expression 
 
Vocabulary and Concept Development 
● Use knowledge of individual words in unknown compound words to 

predict their meaning 
● Read and form contractions 

 
Structural Features of Non-fiction and Informational Texts 
● Restate facts and details in the text to clarify and organize ideas 
● Recognize cause-and-effect relationships in a text 
● Interpret information from diagrams, charts, and graphs 
●  Follow two-step written instructions 

 
Literary Response and Analysis 
● Identify plot, setting, and characters 
● Identify the use of rhythm, rhyme, and alliteration 

 
Writing 
● Write brief narratives with a beginning, middle, and end 
● Write a friendly letter  

 
Spelling 
● Spell frequently used, irregular words correctly 
● Spell basic short-vowel, long-vowel,  

  r-controlled, and consonant-blend  
  patterns correctly 

 
 

● Phonics-integrated 
instruction in 
reading and 
writing 

 
● Alphabetizing 

words 
 
● Writing a “super 

sentence” 
(sentence word 
order) 

 
● Sequencing 

 
● Dictation 

 
● Sight word 

recognition 
 
● Beginning reading 

comprehension 
skills 

 

 
 
Classroom content 
correlates with: 
● Art 
● NuG/Social   
   Sciences  
● Music 
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Oral Language 
● Retell stories, including characters, setting, and plot 
● Recount experiences through a logical sequence of events 

 
Listening Skills  
● Follow three- and four-step oral directions 

 
Grammar 
● Recognize and use the correct word order in written sentences 
●  Identify and use the following parts of speech in writing and 

speaking:  nouns, verbs, and adjectives  
● Use knowledge of the basic rules of punctuation and capitalization 

when writing sentences  
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English Curriculum | Grade 3 
 

Subject 
Material/ 
Contents 

Competencies Methods/Media/ 
Study Skills 

Cross-curricular 
References 

 
Textbooks and 
Workbooks: 

Houghton Mifflin 
Journey’s 
Common Core 
Reading and 
Language Arts  

Houghton Mifflin 
Spelling and 
Vocabulary  
Level 3 

Possible Novel 
Studies: 

• Sarah, Plain 
and Tall 

• Charlotte’s 
Web  

• Mr. Popper’s 
Penguins 

• Because of 
Winn-Dixie  

 
 
 

 
By the end of the year, the student is able to: 
 
Decoding and Word Recognition 
● Decode regular multi-syllabic words  
● Read texts aloud fluently, accurately, and with appropriate pacing, 

intonation, and expression 
 

Vocabulary and Concept Development 
● Identify antonyms, synonyms, homophones, and homographs  
● Use sentence and word context to find the meaning of unknown words. 
● Use knowledge of prefixes (eg., un-, re-) and suffixes (e.g. –er, -est, -

less, -ness, -ful, -ly) 
 

Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text 
● Ask questions and support answers by connecting prior knowledge with 

information found in, and inferred from the text 
● Demonstrate comprehension by identifying answers in the text 
● Distinguish the main idea and supporting details in text 

 
Structural Features of Literature and Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-
Appropriate Text 
● Distinguish common forms of literature (e.g., poetry, drama, fiction, 

nonfiction) 
● Determine what characters are like by what they say or do and by how 

the author or illustrator portrays them 
● Identify the speaker or narrator in a selection 
 
Writing, Spelling, and Conventions 
● Revise drafts to improve the coherence and logical progression of ideas 
● Write narratives that use concrete sensory details to describe character, 

setting, and plot 
● Understand and be able to use complete and correct declarative, 

interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory sentences in writing and  

 
• Beginning 

dictionary and 
thesaurus skills 

 
• Gather 

information from 
texts to answer 
reading 
comprehension 
questions in oral 
and written 
forms 

 
• Written and oral 

book report 

 
Classroom content 
correlates with: 
● NuG/Social   
      Sciences  
● Music 
● Native 

Americans 
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speaking 

● Identify subjects and verbs that are in agreement and identify and use 
pronouns, adjectives, compound words, and articles correctly in writing  
and speaking 

● Punctuate dates, city and state, and titles of books correctly 
● Use commas in dates, locations, addresses, and for items in a series 
● Capitalize geographical names, holidays, historical periods, and special 

events correctly 
 

Listening and Speaking Strategies 
● Retell, paraphrase, and explain what has been said by a speaker  
● Respond to questions with appropriate elaboration 
● Provide a beginning, middle, and end, including concrete details that 

develop a central idea 
● Use clear and specific vocabulary to communicate ideas 
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English Curriculum | Grade 4 
 

 
Subject Material/ 

Contents 
 

Competencies Methods/Media/ 
Study Skills 

Cross-curricular 
References 

 

Textbooks and 
Workbooks: 

Houghton Mifflin 
Journey’s Common 
Core Spelling and 
Vocabulary Level 4 

Sadlier-Oxford, 
Grammar Workshop, 
Student Level 4 
Orange 

Golden Educational 
Center, California 
Early History 

Houghton Mifflin 
Social Studies, Oh 
California and 
California Studies 
History-Social 
Sciences 

Possible Novel 
Studies:  

• Island of the 
Blue Dolphins 

• Patty Reed’s 
Doll 

• By the Great 
Horn Spoon 

 
 
By the end of the year, the student is able to: 
 
Word Recognition 
● Read narrative and expository text aloud with grade-appropriate fluency 

and accuracy and with appropriate pacing, intonation, and expression 
 

Vocabulary and Concept Development 
● Apply knowledge of synonyms, antonyms, and idioms to determine the 

meaning of words and phrases 
● Use knowledge of root words to determine the meaning of unknown 

words within a passage 
 

Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text 
● Make and confirm predictions about text by using prior knowledge 
● Distinguish between cause and effect and between fact and opinion in 

expository and narrative texts 
 

Literary Response and Analysis 
● Identify the main events of the plot, their causes 
● Use knowledge of the situation and setting and of a character’s traits 

and motivations to determine the causes for that character’s actions 
 

Writing Applications and Conventions 
● Write responses to literature and demonstrate an understanding of the 

literary work 
● Write summaries that contain the main ideas of the reading selection 

and the most significant details 
● Use simple and compound sentences in writing and speaking 
● Identify and use regular and irregular verbs, adverbs, prepositions, and 

coordinating conjunctions in writing and speaking 
● Commas in direct quotations, and apostrophes in the possessive case  

 
 
• Dictionary and 

thesaurus 
skills 

 
• Reading 

comprehensio
n skills and 
strategies 

 
• Standardized 

test taking 
skills 

 
• Oral and 

written book 
reports 

 
 

 

Classroom content 
correlates with: 
● NuG/Social   
   Sciences  
● Music 
● California 

History  
 

Major topics of 
California History: 
● California Native 

Americans 
● Early Explorers 

of California and 
European 
settlements of 
early California 

● Westward 
movement 

● The Gold Rush  
● California 

Statehood 
● Transcontinental 

Railroad 
● 1906 San 

Francisco 
Earthquake 
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• The Whipping 

Boy 
• Tales of a 4th 

Grade Nothing 
• The Sign of the 

Beaver 
• Indian in the 

Cupboard 

 
of nouns and in contractions                                                                                                                                                                                                               

● Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to identify titles of 
documents 

● Capitalize names of magazines, newspapers, works of art, musical 
compositions, organizations, and the first word in quotations when 
appropriate 

● Spell correctly roots, inflections, suffixes and prefixes, and syllable 
constructions 

 
Speaking Applications 
● Ask thoughtful questions and respond to relevant questions with 

appropriate elaboration in oral settings 
● Summarize major ideas and supporting evidence presented in spoken 

messages and presentations 
● Use details or examples to explain or clarify information 
● Deliver oral summaries of books that contain the main ideas of the 

event and the most significant details 
 

 
 


