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English Curriculum  
	

 
  

Grades 1-12 
The English program at GISSV focuses on the traditional disciplines – Literature, Composition, Language, and Grammar - as well as current literary 
forms in media and technology. Literature serves as a resource for both the study of ideas, culture, and values, as well as the development of 
composition and reasoning skills. The study of composition and writing emphasizes the art and the craft, the organization and the support, and the 
clear and effective use of language in its written form. Vocabulary and grammar studies are integrated with the study of literature and composition. 
The study of language skills in written and oral forms promotes reasoning skills and critical thinking. The complete sequence includes American, 
British, Contemporary, and World Literatures as well as non-fictional and non-traditional text types. With this, we adhere to the Common Core State 
Standards for English Language Arts in California as well as the Core Curricula for the German Schools Abroad in North America.  

As a college-preparatory school, GISSV offers and prepares for Honors English and AP classes as well as English as an Abitur subject for the 
German International Abitur Examination. As a German School Abroad, we also offer the Realschul- und Hauptschul-Track. With that in mind, it is 
important to know that starting with the grade 6 curriculum, some competencies, particularly those on performance level III, are for Gymnasium level 
students only. Those competencies are clearly identified in bold throughout the curriculum.  

The English Language Learners program offers individual and group instruction to meet the needs of students with limited English proficiency. 
GISSV provides additional tutoring to English language learners in order to support their participation and success in the mainstream classes.  

Thus, both the GISSV Vision and School Program are embedded within the English curriculum: 

Differentiated: Due to our student population which is composed of a wide variety of English language learners ranging from beginners to 
advanced, differentiation is a key component in all our instructional methods, assessments, and objectives. Examples include different homework 
assignments to reflect grade-level as well as ability-level, supplementary vocabulary lists and materials, diagnostic placement tests, and individual 
support.  

United: An integral part of the instructional program includes various project-based activities and cooperative learning scenarios, for example 
dramatization, presentations, and cross-grade involvement, to create school spirit and active participation inside the classroom and within the school 
community. 

Global: The core literature texts from all grade levels reflect different cultures and international influences that enable the students to obtain a high 
degree of cultural openness. Classroom discussions promote tolerance and respect towards others’ beliefs, values, morals, and ways of life.  

Assessment: In order to confirm that students have met the requirements needed to advance to the next grade level, GISSV administers 
thorough, appropriate, and competency-oriented assessments. In grade 10, this includes ensuring that students have obtained the 
prerequisites necessary to successfully enroll in the qualification phase of the German International Abitur Examination. Starting in grade 5, 
GISSV gradually exposes the students to the indicator words commonly used in the Abitur examination. Details can be found in the document 
“Graded Assignments in English”. 
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English Curriculum | Grade 9 
 
Subject Material/ 

Contents Competencies Methods/Media/ 
Study Skills 

Cross-
curricular 

References 
 

Textbooks, 
Workbooks and 
Online Media: 

Sadlier-Oxford, 
Grammar For Writing, 
Grade 9 

Sadlier-Oxford. Writing 
a Research Paper. A 
Step-by-Step 
Approach.  

Vocabulary.com 

 
Possible  
Literary Studies:  

• The Absolutely 
True Diary of a 
Part-Time Indian 

• Nervous 
Conditions (by 
Tsitsi 
Dangarembga)  

• Romeo and 
Juliet (by 
William 
Shakespeare) 

• Animal Farm (by 
George Orwell) 

• Of Mice And 
Men (by John  

 

By the end of the school year, students are able to: 
 
Focus Areas 
• connect literature to self 
• write research paper  
• work effectively with media presentations 
 
Reading 
• adapt reading styles according to the nature of the text 
• analyze and trace an author’s development of time and the use of 

complex literary devices (e.g., foreshadowing) 
• understand and identify themes in literature 
• determine character traits by the character’s comments in narration, 

dialogue, dramatic monologue, and soliloquy 
• engage in close, detailed analysis of written text 
• extend ideas presented in primary or secondary sources through 

original analysis, evaluation, and elaboration.  
• generate relevant questions about readings on issues that can be 

researched 
• independently read and understand more complex and stylistically 

diverse texts 
• understand texts with unknown words globally by using reading 

techniques 
 
Writing  
• develop the main ideas within the body of the composition through 

supporting evidence  
• establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a 

clear and distinctive perspective on the subject  
• express ideas with clarity, coherence, and precision in written 

communication 
• integrate quotations and citations into a written text while maintaining 

the flow of ideas 

 

● critically 
evaluate their 
own progress 
and readily 
engage in self-
guided, 
independent 
studies 

● use a wide 
variety of 
resources 
including the 
modern media 

● use 
techniques 
such as 
brainstorming, 
clustering, 
skimming, 
scanning, 
mind-mapping, 
note-taking 
and drafting. 

 

The students have 
global knowledge 
about: 
● culture and 

current affairs 
in selected 
English 
speaking 
countries 

● English 
language 
varieties 

● selected 
economical 
and 
geographical 
topics and the 
history of 
selected 
English 
speaking 
countries 

 
Based on the 
respective novel, 
the classroom 
content correlates 
with: 
• American 

History 
• Economics 
• Geography 
• German 
• World History 
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Steinbeck) 

• Huckleberry Finn 
(by Mark Twain) 

• The Curious 
Incident Of The 
Dog In the 
Night-Time (by 
Mark Haddon)  

• Lord of the Flies 
(by William 
Golding) 

 
Possible Non-fiction 
• The Russian 

Revolution / The 
Declaration of 
Independence 
(Animal Farm) 

• California History: 
Dust Bowl 
Migration / Migrant 
Farm Workers / 
Undocumented 
Immigrants (Of 
Mice and Men) 

• The Shakespeare 
Controversy 

• The Native 
American 
experience 
(Absolutely True 
Diary) 

• African history 
(Nervous 
Conditions) 

• Slavery / Jim-Crow 
Laws (Huck Finn) 

 

 
• structure arguments in a logical and persuasive way 
• use clear research questions and suitable research methods  to elicit 

and present evidence from primary and secondary sources. 
• write about both personal experiences and fictional topics, biographical 

or autobiographical narratives or short stories. 
• write expository compositions, including analytical essays and research 

reports, persuasive texts and responses to literature. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
• reflect about his/her own and other cultures more critically 
• analyze the occasion and the interests of the audience and choose 

effective verbal and nonverbal techniques for focused and coherent 
presentations that convey clear and distinct perspectives and solid 
reasoning 

• compare and contrast the ways in which media genres cover the same 
event. 

• exchange, discuss and expound various issues with English-speaking 
peers 

• express feelings and emotions and give appropriate responses to 
others with clarity, coherence, and precision in oral communication. 

• reflect critically about sensitive issues such as stereotypes and 
prejudice 

• structure ideas and arguments in a logical and persuasive way, and 
support them with precise and relevant examples 

• use props, visual aids, graphs, and electronic media to enhance the 
appeal and accuracy of presentations. 

 
Language Conventions  
• demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of 

grammar, paragraph and sentence structure, diction, and syntax 
• reflect appropriate manuscript requirements, including title page 

presentation, spacing and margins, and integration of source and 
support material with appropriate citations. 
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English Curriculum | Grade 10 
 
Subject Material/ 

Contents Competencies 
Methods/ 

Media/ 
Study Skills 

Cross-
curricular 

References 
 

Textbooks, 
Workbooks and 
Online Media: 

Sadlier-Oxford, 
Grammar For Writing, 
Grade 10 

Grammar & Writing for 
Standardized Tests  

Vocabulary.com / Khan 
Academy 

Princeton Review SAT 
Practice Book 

 
Possible  
Literary Studies:  

• To Kill a 
Mockingbird 

• A Raisin in the Sun 
• The Things They 

Carried 
• King Lear / 

Macbeth 
• Oedipus Rex 
• The Kite Runner 
• I know why the 

cage bird sings 
(Maya Angelou) 

• Poetry: 

 

At the end of the year, the student is able to 
 
Focus Areas 
• analyze speech (SOAPSTone) 
• poetry analysis (PDIDLS) 
• embed literary sources as evidence for abstract analysis  
 
Word Analysis 
• identify and use the literal and figurative meanings of words and understand 

word derivations 
• distinguish between the denotative and connotative meanings and interpret the 

connotative power of words. 
 

Reading Comprehension 
• read and understand grade-level-appropriate material and analyze the 

organizational patterns, arguments, and positions  
• evaluate the credibility of an author’s argument or defense of a claim by the way 

in which the author’s intent affects the structure and tone of the text  
• compare and contrast the presentation of a similar theme or topic across genres 

to explain how genre shapes it 
• analyze interactions between main and subordinate characters and explain the 

effects on the plot 
• analyze and trace an author’s development of time and sequence, including the 

use of complex literary devices   
• recognize the impact of ambiguities, subtleties, contradictions, ironies, and 

incongruities in a text 
• explain how voice, persona, and the choice of a narrator affect characterization 

and the tone, plot, and credibility of a text 
• identify and describe the function of dialogue, scene designs, soliloquies, asides, 

and character foils in dramatic literature 
• analyze the way in which a work of literature is related to the themes and issues 

of its historical period 
 

 

• The 
rhetorical 
triangle 

• Rhetorical 
appeals 

• Work on 
opening and 
closing 
paragraphs 

• Using 
transitions 
effectively  

 

Based on the 
respective 
novel, the 
classroom 
content 
correlates with: 
 
• American 

History 
• World 

History 
• Geography 
• Economics 
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- War Poetry 
- Love Poetry 
- African-

American 
poetry 

 
Possible Non-Fiction 
• Three Cups of Tea  
• Speeches of 

historical and 
current relevance 

• Texts about the 
Vietnam War  

 
Writing 
• establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and 

distinctive perspective and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the 
piece of writing  

• use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers, and 
active rather than passive voice 

• avoid tautology, unnecessary shifts in person, number and tense, clichés and 
jargon as well as slang and colloquialisms 

• develop the main ideas through supporting evidence  
• integrate quotations and citations into a written text while maintaining the flow of 

ideas 
• revise writing to improve logic and coherence, precision of word choice, and the 

tone  
 

Language Conventions 
• correctly use clauses, phrases, and mechanics of punctuation  
• understand sentence construction and proper English usage  
• demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, 

structure, diction, and syntax 
• produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct use of the 

conventions  
 

Listening and Speaking Strategies 
• formulate judgments about ideas under discussion and support those judgments 

with convincing evidence 
• choose logical patterns of organization to inform, persuade, or unite audiences 

behind a common belief or cause 
• present and advance a clear thesis statement and choose appropriate types of 

proof that meet standard tests for evidence, including credibility, validity, and 
relevance 

• use props, visual aids, graphs, and electronic media to enhance the appeal and 
accuracy of presentations 

• produce concise notes for extemporaneous delivery 
• analyze historically significant speeches to find the rhetorical devices and 

features that make them memorable 
• evaluate the clarity, quality, effectiveness, and general coherence of a speaker’s 

important overall delivery 
• analyze the types of arguments used by the speaker 
• deliver expository presentations, oral responses to literature,  and persuasive 

arguments  
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English Curriculum | Grade 11 
 

Subject Material/ 
Contents Competencies Methods/Media/ 

Study Skills 
Cross-

curricular 
References 

 
Textbooks, 
Workbooks and 
Online Media: 

50 Essays. A 
Portable Anthology 

Online Vocabulary / 
Khan Academy 

Princeton Review 
SAT Practice Book 

 
Possible  
Literary Studies:  

• Frankenstein 
• The Crucible 
• The Great 

Gatsby 
• Dracula  
• Dr. Jekyll & Mr. 

Hyde 
• Pygmalion 
• Heart of 

Darkness 
 

Possible  
Non-Fiction 
• Texts about the 

American 
Dream /  
 

 
By the end of grade 11, the students are able to: 
• write and speak with a command of standard English conventions 
• apply their knowledge of word origins to determine the meaning of new 

words encountered in reading materials and use those words accurately. 
• discern the meaning of analogies encountered, analyzing specific 

comparisons as well as relationships and inferences. 
• read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of literature 

that reflect and enhance their studies of history and social science. 
• make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author’s 

arguments by using elements of the text to defend and clarify 
interpretations. 

• distinguish between and use various forms of classical and 
contemporary logical arguments, including:  inductive and deductive 
reasoning as well as syllogisms and analogies 

• use logical, ethical, and emotional appeals that enhance a specific tone 
and purpose. 

• use gestures, tone, and vocabulary tailored to audience and purpose 
• identify and work with a variety of different forms of texts and know how 

these texts are structured. 
• identify the most common stylistic devices’ and structure of such texts 

and engage in close, detailed analysis 
• structure ideas and arguments in a logical, sustained and persuasive 

way, and support them with relevant examples 
• recognize strategies used by the media to inform, persuade, entertain, 

and transmit culture.  
• analyze the impact of the media on the democratic process at the local, 

state, and national levels. 
• interpret and evaluate the ways in which events are presented and 

information is communicated by visual image makers. 
• identify logical fallacies used in oral addresses  
• analyze the way in which authors use archetypes drawn from myth and 

tradition  
 
 

 
• Research of 

background 
information to help 
understand a text 

• Appeals to logos, 
ethos, pathos 

• Interpreting visual 
and audio-visual 
rhetoric 

• Figures of Rhetoric: 
Schemes and 
Tropes 

• Brainstorming, 
clustering, 
skimming, 
scanning, mind-
mapping, note-
taking and drafting 
techniques 

• Self-evaluation 
• Peer Review 
• Group discussions 
• Comparison and 

contrast of written 
vs. audio-visual text 

• timed writing 
• research paper and 

presentations 
 

 
Based on the 
respective text, 
the classroom 
content 
correlates with: 
 
• American 

History 
• World 

History 
• Geography 
• Economics 
• German 
• French 



G
ISSV

 

 
 
	

 
Roaring 20s 

• Salem Witch 
Hunts / 
McCarthyism 

• Satires 
• Speeches 
• Essays 
• Newspaper 

articles 
• Editorials, op-

eds 
• Critical reviews 

 

 
Core Curriculum 
• describe, explain, and discuss central elements of the national identity 

and the current living and political conditions – also in its historical 
context, considering geographical, historical, social, political, economical 
and cultural aspects 

• describe, explain, and discuss important phenomena of contemporary 
public and political culture 

• describe, explain, and discuss the respective meaning of the relationship 
of Germany to these countries 

• describe, explain, and discuss the educational, scientific, and technical 
developments as well as the mechanisms of the media and the cultural 
development 

• describe, explain, and discuss attitudes and opinions about nature and 
environment as well as topics and contents of global impact 

 
AP English Language and Composition  
• analyze rhetoric by identifying appeals to logos, ethos, and pathos 
• analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining 

an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques 
• apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing 
• create and sustain arguments based on readings, research and/or 

personal experience 
• write for a variety of purposes 
• produce expository, analytical and argumentative compositions that 

introduce a complex central idea and develop it with appropriate 
evidence drawn from primary and/or secondary sources, cogent 
explanations and clear transitions 

• demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as 
well as stylistic maturity in their own writings 

• demonstrate understanding of the conventions of citing primary and 
secondary sources 

• move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful 
attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing and review 

• write thoughtfully about their own process of composition 
• revise a work to make it suitable for a different audience 
• analyze image as text 
• evaluate and incorporate reference documents  
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English Curriculum | Grade 12 
 

Subject Material/ 
Contents Competencies Methods/Media/ 

Study Skills 
Cross-

curricular 
References 

 
Textbooks, Workbooks 
and Online Media: 

Online Vocabulary / Khan 
Academy 

Literature & Composition. 
Reading. Writing. Thinking.  

 
Possible Literary Studies:  

• A Shakespeare drama, 
e.g. Othello or Hamlet 

• Brave New World, 
1984, The Handmaid’s 
Tale 

• The Glass Castle, Anna 
Karenina,  

• Contemporary 
multicultural literature, 
e.g. The God of Small 
Things, The Whale 
Rider, Americana 

• Current popular novel, 
e.g. The Circle, The 
Help, Water for 
Elephants, The Light 
Between Oceans, 
Possession, Atonement 

 
Selected non-fiction 
• English as a Global 

Language 
• Satires 

 
By the end of grade 12, the students will 
 
• write and speak with a command of standard English conventions. 
• apply their knowledge of word origins to determine the meaning of new 

words encountered in reading materials and use those words 
accurately 

• discern the meaning of analogies encountered, analyzing specific 
comparisons as well as relationships and inferences. 

• read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of 
literature that reflect and enhance their studies of history and social 
science. 

• make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author’s 
arguments by using elements of the text to defend and clarify 
interpretations. 

• use rhetorical questions, parallel structure, concrete images, figurative 
language, characterization, irony, and dialogue to achieve clarity, 
force, and aesthetic effect 

• use gestures, tone, and vocabulary tailored to audience and purpose 
• engage in independent literary criticism in a manner that reveals a 

personal response to literature, a command of the language 
appropriate for the study of literature, and a discriminating appreciation 
of the need for an effective choice of register and style in written 
communication 

• express ideas with clarity, coherence, conciseness, precision and 
fluency in written communication 

• contrast the major literary forms, techniques, and characteristics of the 
major literary periods relate literary works and authors to the major 
themes and issues of their eras and evaluate the philosophical, 
political, religious, ethical, and social influences of the historical period 
that shaped the characters, plots, and settings. 

 
Core Curriculum 
• draw on previous knowledge referring to the global diversity of 

Anglophone cultures in Great Britain, the U.S. and other English-

 
• Using critical 

essays as 
source for 
understanding 
a primary text 

• Figures of 
Rhetoric: 
Schemes and 
Tropes 

• Interpreting 
visual and 
audio-visual 
rhetoric 

• Self-
evaluation 

• Peer Review 
• Brainstorming, 

clustering, 
skimming, 
scanning, 
mind-
mapping, 
note-taking 
and drafting 
techniques 

• Group 
discussions 

• timed writing 
• projects and 

presentations 
 

 
Based on the 
respective text, 
the classroom 
content 
correlates with: 
 
• American 

History 
• World 

History 
• Geography 
• Economics 
• German 
• French 
• Spanish 
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• Essays 
• Current newspaper and 

magazine articles 
• audiovisual material 
• Literary criticism 
 

Selected movies  
of taught texts 
 
Selected Poetry from 
different eras and origins 
● Renaissance, e.g. 

Milton, Shakespeare 
● Romantics, e.g. 

Wordsworth, Shelley 
● Modern Poetry, e.g. 

T.S. Eliot, D. H. 
Lawrence, W. B. Yeats 

● Contemporary e.g. 
Maya Angelou, topical 
poetry 
 

Textbooks 
• Literature and 

Composition – Reading, 
Writing, Thinking 

• Poems – Poets – Poetry 
• The Bedford Glossary 

of Critical and Literary 
Terms 

speaking countries, present them in English and communicate 
accordingly 

• describe, explain, and discuss central elements of the national identity 
and the current living and political conditions – also in its historical 
context, considering geographical, historical, social, political, 
economical and cultural aspects 

• describe, explain, and discuss important phenomena of contemporary 
public and political culture 

• describe, explain, and discuss the educational, scientific, and technical  
developments as well as the mechanisms of the media and the 
cultural development 

• describe, explain, and discuss attitudes and opinions about nature and 
environment as well as topics and contents of global impact 

 
AP English Literature and Composition  
• deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to 

provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers 
•  consider a work’s structure, style and themes, as well as such 

smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, 
symbolism and tone 

• understand a work’s complexity, to absorb its richness of meaning, 
and to analyze how that meaning is embodied in literary form 

• reflect on the social and historical values it reflects and embodies 
• make careful observations of textual detail, establish connections 

among their observations, and draw from those connections a series 
of inferences leading to an interpretive conclusion about the meaning 
and value of a piece of writing 

• increase their ability to explain clearly, cogently, even elegantly, what 
they understand about literary works and why they interpret them as 
they do 

• develop stylistic maturity, which is characterized by 
a) a wide-ranging vocabulary used with denotative accuracy and 

connotative resourcefulness; 
b) a variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of 

subordinate and coordinate constructions; 
c) a logical organization, enhanced by specific techniques of 

coherence such as repetition, transitions and emphasis; 
d) a balance of generalization with specific illustrative detail; and 
e) an effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, maintaining 

a consistent voice, and achieving emphasis through parallelism 
and antithesis 

 


