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History Curriculum (as of May 2012) 

Taking students’ current need for orientation as a basis, history instruction aims to address their experiences, questions, ideas, beliefs 

and preconceptions to create an awareness that knowledge of the past can be used for orientation in the present and for shaping the 

future. In addition to enabling students to make fact-based judgments, history’s role in the ensemble of subjects is to contribute to the 

development of values such as humanity, peace, democracy and tolerance. This is achieved through examining issues such as 

intolerance, racism and nationalism in human actions in the past and present. 

 

History instruction thus contributes to the development of a historical consciousness that enables knowledge and establishment of 

connections between interpretation of the past, an understanding of the present and actions for the future in a pluralistic society. 

Students understand the multicausality of history while recognizing the concomitance of different developments. History instruction 

plays a specific role in implementing the school’s educational and schooling mandate. In addition to its subject-specific relevance and 

to its didactical and methodological implementation, the mandate also specifies that the subject of History needs to make a 

contribution to students’ political education and personal development. 

 

History depends on present-day questioning of the past and promotes understanding of the historical dimension of present challenges. 

Recognizing the discrepancy between aspirations and reality in people’s actions in specific historical situations helps students find 

their own identity and understand the unfamiliar. In addition to German history and Germany’s relationship to its neighbors, the 

curriculum also covers European history and aspects of world history. References to key regional and local historical events, 

developments and people help students develop a regional identity and are an intrinsic component of instruction. 
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General Skills and Competencies in History 

Functional competence is expressed in students’ willingness and ability to: 

l Place isolated phenomena, people or events in a historical context 

l Understand historical events, analyze them from multiple perspectives, challenge them and explain them 

l Evaluate historical processes and conditions, making a distinction between objective judgments and value judgments 

l Use correct terminology and categories 

l Place themselves in history and use history as a guide to be able to recognize historical conditions of the present 

l Examine history objectively and limit their own account to the selected space and time 

 

Method competence is expressed in students’ willingness and ability to: 

l Reflect on methodological procedures 

l Formulate and structure historical problems with increasing independence, objectively examine theses and antitheses, and 

solve historical problems  

l Differentiate between, use, interpret and critically evaluate historical sources and accounts 

l Evaluate the informative content of material presented and assess statements 

l Obtain and evaluate information on historical facts with increasing independence 

 

In History class, social competence is expressed in students’ willingness and ability to: 

l React appropriately in conflicts 

l Cooperate with one another and present the results of their work 
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l Show tolerance 

l Take responsibility 

l Compare their own views, values and social contexts with those of other cultures with a tolerant and critical eye 

 

In History class, individual competence is expressed in students’ willingness and ability to: 
 

l Recognize and reflect on the relativity of human actions and derive consequences for their own actions 

l Act independently and conscientiously and work creatively 

l Compare their own point of view with decisions made by others while keeping an open mind 

l Recognize and reflect on emotional identification or distance when processing historical conditions 

l Use media objectively, autonomously and with social responsibility; understand the development of media competency as a 

lifelong process 

l Want and be able to make self-assessments and give self-criticism 

l Discern a variety of ways to make decisions and consider these ways when making their own decisions 

 

 

Grade 6: two-hour class, year-long 

Content 
(approximately 70 hours per 

week) 

Skills and Competencies (The student is able to …) 
Cross-

Disciplinary 
Relevance 

School Program 
ESLRs 

Introduction to History • Generate an awareness of problems  Culturally aware 
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(6-8 hours) • Conduct a contemporary witness survey (a relative) 

• Describe objective sources and explain how they work 

• Arrange historical events on a timeline 

 

Man in Prehistoric Times 
(8-12 hours) 

• Read historical non-fiction texts under teacher guidance and 

purposefully extract information 

• Process historical facts by creating his or her own accounts (Ötzi) 

 

Art Culturally aware 

Ancient Civilizations in River 
Valleys, Based on the Example 

of Egypt 
(12-16 hours) 

• Examine and describe image sources from a historical aspect 

• Process historical facts by creating his or her own pictures 

(hieroglyphics, relief) 

• Process historical matters using mind maps 

• Compare civilizations (Mesopotamia, Native Americans) 

• Augment information on historical facts through museum, exhibit or 

library visits (for example, the Rosicrucian Museum in San Jose) 

• Use the Internet (pyramids of Giza, society) 

• Provide a basic explanation of diagrams 

 

Art 

Geography 

American History 

Together 

Differentiated 

The Ancient Greeks 
(12-16 hours) 

• Process historical facts using scenography (Sparta, public 

meetings) 
English 

Together 

Culturally aware 



 

5 
 

• Read written sources and make historically relevant statements 

based on readings 

 

Differentiated 

Emergence of the Roman 
Empire 

(8-10 hours) 

• Write a short biography (Julius Caesar) 

• Glean information from historical maps, using legends as a tool 

(Punic Wars) 

Geography 
Together 

Differentiated 

The Roman Empire 
(6-8 hours) 

• Process historical facts by building a model (Limes) 
 

Together 

Differentiated 

From Antiquity to the Early 
Middle Ages 
(2-4 hours) 

• Use an example of architecture as a source (for example, 

Romanesque churches) 

• Use a map as a source (Migration Period) 

Art 

German 
Culturally aware 

Grade 7: two-hour class, year-long 

Content 
(approximately 70 hours per 

week) 

Skills and Competencies (The student is able to …) 
Cross-

Disciplinary 
Relevance 

School Program 
ESLRs 

The Kingdom of the Franks – a  
Vast European Empire 

(6-8 hours) 

• Conduct a basic critical analysis of content and assess statements 

• Structure, analyze and interpret written sources (for example, 

Charlemagne’s coronation, biography) 

 

Ethics Culturally aware 

Development of the Holy • Grasp the content of audio documents and analyze it using Music Differentiated 
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Roman Empire 
(10-12 hours) 

questions provided (for example, the Crusades) 

• Independently extract the particulars from dynamic historical maps 

and derive the nature of processes (for example, the Holy Roman 

Empire of German States) 

• Compare sources of different origin (the Crusades) 

 

Developments in Society and 
Ways of Life in the Middle Ages 

(14-18 hours) 

• Process historical facts by building a model (for example, a fortress) 

• Glean information from diagrams and statistics, demonstrate 

interrelationships and draw conclusions (for example, cities, the 

Plague) 

• Play educational games (review) 

• Work with floor plans and maps (for example, map of the Abbey of 

St. Gall) 

• Envision solutions to problems in and through role-playing and 

simulations (for example, guild city assembly, market life) à 

scenography with their own text and direction 

 

Art 

English 

Together 

Differentiated 

The Advent of a New Era 
(12-16 hours) 

• Grasp the content of film documents and analyze it using questions 

provided (for example, Luther, Christopher Columbus) 

• Use libraries (for example, Mountain View Library: inventions and 

Art 

Math 

Ethics 

Culturally aware 

Differentiated 
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discoveries) and exhibits/documentation to acquire facts through 

independent work 

 

Europe in the Age of 
Absolutism 
(6-8 hours) 

• Analyze and compare portraits of rulers (for example, Louis XIV, 

Frederick the Great) 

• Recognize and formulate problems and find ways to a solution, 

demonstrate solution options (for example, France’s finances) 

• Process facts through artistic implementation, for example, in 

collages (for example, life at court, Louis XIV) 

 

French 

Art 
Differentiated 

 

 

 

Grade 8: two-hour class, one semester per school year 
Content 

(approximately 70 hours per 

week) 

Skills and Competencies (The student is able to …) 
Cross-

Disciplinary 
Relevance 

School Program 
ESLRs 

The French Revolution 
and the Age of Napoleon 

(12-16 hours) 

• Conduct a basic critical analysis of content and assess statements 

(for example, Robespierre, Napoleon) 

• Address controversies in history (for example, Napoleon, Reign of 

French 

Ethics 

Together 

Culturally aware 

Differentiated 
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Terror) 

• Recognize and formulate problems and find ways to a solution, 

demonstrate solution options (for example, Wars of Liberation, 

basic rights) 

• Describe constitutional charts in basic terms 

 

Restoration and Revolution in 
Europe 

(8-10 hours) 

• Grasp the content of audio documents and analyze it using 

questions provided (for example, German National Anthem, 

revolutionary songs) 

• Structure, analyze and interpret written sources using songs as an 

example (German National Anthem, revolutionary songs) 

 

Music 

Art 

German 

Together 

Culturally aware 

Differentiated 

Industrialization and the Social 
Question in England and 

Europe 
(8-10 hours) 

• Analyze pictures (for example, strike) 

• Glean information from diagrams and statistics, demonstrate 

interrelationships and draw conclusions (pauperism, industrial 

development) 

• Envision solutions to problems in and through role-playing and 

simulations (for example, strike, union meeting) 

• Compare sources that have different origins (for example, solution 

to the social question: unions, entrepreneurs, workers, Church, 

English 

Math 

German 

Together 

Culturally aware 

Differentiated 
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state, Marx) 

 


